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FN2e FALANE FESEE B S
E (revisionis) S 7FA] 2L Q1 THSui and Yu, 2024).
et 329 g2 3ae dvke] 2418 1Yst Hekg FHOR
Atk 452 2019). THE A3 ATLEL 20| g HF EA
ot ml=ro] tf-g2 A= Sl 2008), UE
o] Az} Az AFef gim=of tigh oER 43kE dw Ao, o]
SH3E7] 93t u]Fe] kS FZAITheARY, 2023). HRA L2
Q] 2 Ao AF MYl Y Hew us 53l o]
Ao] FFe FE Aeshs T=S DAY it ofyh, di&E AR 22 oF
= HARITE 24 = Qlthel7]H, 2019).
AL 27] S A B 718k AL e VS AR 7
B re=rof] it e Aol Algde] oM F=2 A4 Bt el A
A ofy W F=2] FAIARA Yol B T A oA A3 T T
A Gstatus quoyE FFoFAL Ql=Aol gk AAIA ] 47 F7ke ods] £

sht}. B3] Z3to] BE x|ololq W4 Ehuh Ak FATThY, o|2jg 4

Jlm rulo

ofi
e

o r_}d
Lor ot
2 9
Ir %
X,
‘l’_ﬂ fr
ox A

Hﬂ“
o
in}
L]
L)

i)

[

13 &%
.

4 % Ao
1 ox e Xt
Mz ]lg o
o X
It
<

2o
_EL

o o 2
-
K1

)
IR
o
of
o
o
ol)l

il

1o

ool 2 i
~ o2

o
A
~|
l-O'l
% AN
=
i)
B
I

e 2

o



0|Z MAY AP AT "5 ol Y mM= M2 | o[

3} 3 g/ 5 W So] FAFel EAlo] Folelx), ol that Xt et
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o 7o} kel S FH st vE HeFAAe] nAE G Fa
57} 2ofA] A Zolch! 58] F3te] WAt ek BaEE A=A
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FEshe Ao FAAAS P
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Amet S on A 2§ 9 B}
AFRAH TS Helct?

ol YL FTY FUF Al
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strategy), 12130 thet P A ] 5 58 Bo THEGY BAUTE Loke and Guo(2029)9]
Q7 W BHS 1 B0} SUE AN Mol
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7). 53] =Y HHEY A& AXSH] f8 v= 25 de4 o
Bal=d, ol2fdt g5 Adste= S5 =8 SoflA tivtatel ¢
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Abstract

China’s Pacific Islands Strategy under Xi Jinping:
Revisionist Grand Strategy and Wedge Tactics amid
U.S.—China Strategic Competition

Jaeyou ng Lee Korea Institute for National Unification

This study investigates the intensifying competition between the
United States and China for influence in Pacific Island countries within
the broader context of their prolonged strategic rivalry. It analyzes China’
s diplomacy toward the Pacific Islands—an emerging source of concern
in Washington—through the lens of Beijing’s revisionist grand strategy
under Xi Jinping and assesses U.S. responses to these developments.
China’s revisionist orientation is exemplified by the 2025 deployment of a
dual aircraft carrier formation in the Western Pacific and the 2022 signing
of a security agreement with the Solomon Islands. Beyond these high-
profile cases, China has pursued wedge strategies designed to weaken U.S.
alliances and expand its political, security, and economic foothold in the
region. The article further examines how Pacific Island countries’ responses
shape the dynamics of U.S.-China competition. In particular, climate change
emerges as a central issue in the foreign policy agendas of Pacific Island
states, constituting both an arena of external engagement and a source of
bargaining leverage vis-a-vis major powers. Nevertheless, the study argues
that domestic political and diplomatic shifts within Pacific Island countries,
while consequential at the local level, exert only limited influence on the
overarching trajectory of U.S.-China strategic competition. By situating the

Pacific Islands within the framework of great-power rivalry, this article
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contributes to the debate on revisionist strategies, alliance politics, and the

agency of small states in contemporary international relations.

Keywords | U.S.-China competition, Pacific Islands, Revisionist Grand Strategy,

Wedge Strategy, Taiwan Issue, Climate Change
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