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Abstract

Visual Art Materials Published in North Korean
Popular Magazines of the 1950s:
Focusing on Inmin Choson and Choson

Mijeong Kim Myongji University

This study examines visual art materials published in the North Korean
popular magazines Inmin Choson and Choson in the 1950s, focusing on
the media characteristics of the two magazines, the publication patterns of
art images, their major themes and genres, and their significance as sources
for those who study North Korean art history. Although neither magazine
was a specialized art journal, both functioned as illustrated mass media that
conveyed current issues and achievements in the fields of “society, politics,
economy, and literature and the arts” in North Korea during the postwar
reconstruction period through visual images. In particular, art images
repeatedly published in the two magazines were arranged differently
according to each magazine’s media character and readership, confirming
how their meanings changed in different page contexts. Furthermore,
color plates and exhibition-related articles help fill gaps in source materials
for North Korean art research and provide a basis for examining artists’
activities, the production of artworks, and exhibition circumstances. This
study therefore brings renewed attention to visual art materials published
in North Korean popular magazines of the 1950s and reassesses them as

major visual sources for the study of North Korean art history.

Keywords | North Korean Popular Magazines, Visual Art Materials, Inmin

Choson, Choson, Postwar Reconstruction Period, North Korean Art History



